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CHAPTER  XXII.

THE  LAW  OF  FORGIVENESS.

WE have now considered the Christian character in many
of its aspects. We have seen that the Christian is one
whose steps are guided by an enthusiasm that never
leaves him and that does not allow him to doubt what
he ought to do. We have seen that this enthusiasm is that
love of man in the ideal of man., which in a low degree
is natural to all, made powerful and ardent by a clearer
knowledge of the ideal in Christ and by a sense of
personal relation to Christ. We have seen that the opera-
tion of this enthusiasm is to make morality positive
instead of negative, a constant endeavour to serve man-
kind instead of an endeavour to avoid injuring them. We
have considered some of the principal kinds of service
to mankind which it dictates. Of these the first was
philanthropy, or an attention to their physical wants and
happiness. The second was edification, or attention to
their moral improvement. And when engaged in this
latter duty we found the enthusiasm assuming two special
aspects in relation to two peculiar classes of men. In the
presence of immorality disguised and prosperous it ex-
hibited itself in prophetic indignation, intolerant aggres-
sive zeal, vehement reproof. On the other hand, in deal-
ing with immorality punished, repudiated, and outcast, it
appeared as Mercy*